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8th (Lord's day). All the morning at my chamber doing something towards the settling of my papers and accounts, which have been out of order a great while. At noon to dinner, where W. How with us, and after dinner, he being gone, I to my chamber again till almost night, and then took boat, the tide serving, and so to White Hall, where I saw the Duc.hesse of York, in a fine dress of second mourning for her mother,1 being black, edged with ermine, go to make her first visit to the Queene since the Duke of York was sick; and by and by, she being returned, the Queene come and visited her. But it was pretty to observe that Sir W. Coventry and I, walking an hour and more together in the Matted Gallery, he observed, and so did I, how the Duch-esse, as soon as she spied him, turned her head a one side. Here he and I walked thus long, which we have not done a great while before. Our discourse was upon everything : the unhappiness of having our matters examined by people that understand them not; that it was better for us in the Navy to have men that do understand the whole, and that are not passionate; that we that have taken the most pains are called upon to answer for all crimes, while those that, like Sir W. Batten and Sir J. Minnes, did sit and do nothing, do lie still without any trouble; that, if it were to serve the King and kingdom again in a war? neither of us could do more, though upon this experience we might do better than we did; that the commanders, the . gentlemen that could never be brought to order, but undid all, are now the men that find fault and abuse others ; that it had been much better for the King to have given Sir J. Minnes and Sir W. Batten ^1,000 a-year to have sat still, than to have had them in his business this war: that the serving a Prince that mincls not his business is most unhappy for them that serve him well, and an unhappiness so great that he declares he will never have more to do with a war, under him. That he hath papers which do flatly contradict the Duke of Albe-marle's Narrative; and that he hath been with the Duke of Albemarle and shewed him them, to prevent his falling into another like fault: that the Duke of Albemarle seems to be
1 Frances, daughter of Sir Thomas Aylesbury, Bart., Master of Requests to Charles I., second wife of Lord Chancellor Clarendon. See November I3th, 1661, note (vol. ii., p. 128).bey that Charles Cottington, who brought Lord Cottington's remains from Spain to England in 1679, was ** his nephew and heire."aw books, it seems a pity that the word "betterment" at present in use should be allowed to supersede it.
